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WE’LL HAUL 

IT AWAY!

By Mel Stefaniuk
The owner of the Tyndall 

elevator says the Harvest 
Our Past, Sow The Future 
initiative to move the struc-
ture to the Pioneer Village 
Museum in Beausejour may 
have a second life.

Appearing before the 
RM of Brokenhead council 
at their Feb. 13 meeting, 
Matt Bialek announced he 
will have the opportunity 
to pitch the project to the 
Town of Beausejour at their 
Feb. 27 council meeting in 
an effort to save the grain 
elevator from possible de-
molition.

“In the past month, the 
museum has restarted the 
conversation with the town 
about a move,” Bialek 
claimed. “There’s a new 
CAO in place and a new 
committee rep with Coun. 
Alicia Smith, so the possibil-
ity is there for a discussion 
about it.”

The Tyndall elevator is 
an original 35,000-bushel 
wooden grain elevator built 
in the 1940s for the Lake of 
the Woods Milling Com-
pany. Despite the closure of 
the CPR rail line in 1990, 
the elevator remained in use 
as an inland storage facility 

until 2012.
Bialek launched the Har-

vest Our Past, Sow The 
Future initiative in 2016 to 
help protect it. The initia-
tive has narrowed its focus 
to three potential options in 
which the elevator could be 
preserved: relocation to the 
Pioneer Village Museum, 
relocation to an alternate 
regional museum or the 
formation of a permanent 
museum at its current loca-
tion in Tyndall.

The Broken-Beau His-
torical Society had previ-
ously been working on plans 
for a potential move to the 
Pioneer Village Museum.

Moving of the elevator, 
which measures at 32 x 32 
x 80 feet, was estimated to 
cost $77,000, along with an 
additional $33,000 for the 
moving of the unloading 
building and $14,000 for the 
office which are both struc-
tures located alongside the 
elevator at the current site.

A move of this mag-
nitude would also require 
the assistance of Hydro 
for permits and relocation 
of lines and an additional 
$38,500 was estimated for 
their services.

With an addi t ional 
$75,000 in engineering and 

foundation work and $5,000 
for miscellaneous permits 
also being factored in, the 
total up front costs for the 
move were estimated at 
$242,500.

Upon the start of the 
project in the summer of 
2016, Beausejour Mayor Ed 
Dubray was in attendance at 
the Broken-Beau Historical 
Society’s committee meet-
ing in May and shared that 
town council was reluctant 
to approve the idea as it 
could be too big a project 
for a volunteer board to 
handle, especially with no 
guarantee the board might 
be as active as it is now in a 
few years time.

Reluctance from the 
town led to the Broken-
Beau Historical Society 
pausing their efforts with 
the move. As a result, Bialek 
began exploring other op-
tions available through the 
Harvest Our Past, Sow The 
Future initiative.

The Clipper reached out 
to Smith to ask what has 
changed from the town’s 
previous opposition to the 
project to Bialek’s claim 
the town was willing to talk. 
She did not respond before 
press time.

At the RM’s Feb. 13 

meeting, Bialek asked if 
they would be able to for-
mally declare their support 
for the preservation of the 
elevator. With Reeve Brad 
Saluk not in attendance, 
council declined to pass a 
resolution drafting a letter 
of support until a discussion 
could be had at their next 
meeting.

“In principle, I’m 100 
per cent behind what you’re 
trying to do,” Coun. Luke 
Ingeberg said.

Coun. Sean Michaels 
was equally favourable of 
the project.

“I commend you for try-
ing to preserve our history,” 
Michaels said. 
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Oak Bank United Church celebrated 25 years of local entertainment with 

their latest Oakbank Dinner Theatre production, Spy On the Line. In what 
was their 314th dinner theatre show, this year’s production welcomed nearly 

1,900 guests who enjoyed fabulous food and side-splitting entertainment.  

Treading the Boards

Owner says Harvest Our Past, Sow The Future 
to appear at Town of Beausejour council meeting
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The Tyndall elevator is an original 35,000-bushel 

wooden grain elevator built in the 1940s for 
the Lake of the Woods Milling Company.

Tyndall elevator talk on the rise


